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WELCOME TO THE GROVE CAMPUS   

 

 

 

 

Happy Spring Everyone!   
 
It am hoping that the spring weather 
arrives in time for our Spring Break 
next week!  We will wrap up the 
quarter tomorrow by finishing up 
Wacky Olympics.  Everyone did a 
great job of hanging in there these 
last few weeks.   
 
As I mentioned in the March 
Newsletter, we are preparing for the 
state test called the Forward 
Exam.  Students will take the exam 
over several days between April 11th 
and April 30th.  After Spring Break, 
your child’s teacher will send home 
the testing times/dates for your 
child’s class.  Please make sure that 
your child eats a good breakfast and 
has a snack on testing days so that 
your child can show us what they 
know.  A full stomach really does 
help!  We will have snacks on hand as 
well.  Our goal is to do all that we can 
to make the students feel 
comfortable and successful while 
taking the exam.   
 
During the 4th Quarter, all students  

 
 
will be engaged in Reading 
Workshop using the Reading Units of 
Study.  These units were created by 
the same folks that created the new 
writing program that we adopted 
last year that is now a K-8 
initiative.  The curriculums support 
each other and together will 
challenge our students to read, write 
and think much more critically.  A 
couple of our classrooms are early 
adopters of the the new reading 
units and their students are rising to 
the new expectations! 
 
Thank you for taking the time to 
meet with your child’s teacher for a 
conference.  We appreciate your 
support!  Enjoy time with your family 
next week!  Please call or email with 
ideas or questions.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang out with us, learn with us, 
laugh with us, grow with us, 
work with us and celebrate with 
us! 
Together we can strengthen relationships, 
build connections and create a learning 
community at Theodore Robinson that is a 
wonderful place to be for all staff, 
students and families. 

                                    Barb Dorn, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Principal 
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It’s Time for 

Spring Break! 

Friday, March 24th will 
be an early release day 
at 12:00 Noon. 

Break runs from 
Monday, March 27th – 
Friday, March 31st. 

Staff & students will 
return to school on 
Monday, April 3rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECSD Summer School 
2017  
 July 6th through July 26th, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

 

Again this summer, we will be 
offering 15 half-days of enrichment 
courses for students at all levels. 
Preliminary plans are in place now 
with awesome courses being 
developed by our teachers.  The 
courses will be offered at no cost to 
families. Meals and transportation 
will not be offered. 

Within a few weeks, a catalog of 
enrichment courses will be sent 
home to each family for you to make 
your course selections.  Registration 
will be offered online to facilitate the 
process with speed and efficiency, 
but paper forms will also be 
available.   

Keep watching the website for more 
information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Spring break is a fantastic time to 
encourage reading. Since students are 
on a break from school, they have 
more time to read for fun and 
rediscover the joy that comes from 
books. Here are some ways to 
encourage reading during the break! 

On the first day of break, be sure to 
take a trip to the library. Let the kids 
pick out two or three books they want 
to read over the break. Since a lot of 
kids will want to spend time watching 
movies at home or at the movie theater 
this week, why not take the time to 
read the source novel of a film 
together first? Then watch the movie 
and discuss differences. If you are 
heading out of town for the break, get 
some books about your destination to 
read together before you go. That way, 
you'll be more prepared for your trip 
and you'll be more excited about 
visiting! Remember to pack books in 
the car or in luggage. There's always a 
lot of wait time at an airport or on the 
road, which makes it a perfect place to 
read more.  

And remember, if you are looking for 
some new books to read or to share 
with your family over the break, make 
sure to ask your local librarian for 

some recommendations.  

 

BACKGROUND/VOLUNTEER 
FORMS 

If you would like to volunteer in 
your student’s classroom or 
maybe go on a fieldtrip, a 
volunteer/background form 
must be filled out.  They are 
available online or in the office.  
Please return to the office when 
completed. 

 
 

Reading Tips for 
Over Spring Break!  
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Legos for  

Learning! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FAST FACTS 
 

Ignite enthusiastic, 
effective and lifelong 

learning 

  

 

Last week we got to prewrite using 
Legos! Ms. Johnson enters weekly 
contests through the We Are 

Teachers Blog to win prizes for our 

classroom and school. She has entered 

to win a lot of different things for us, 

including: 3D Printers, having Bill 

Nye as a speaker at our school, and 

Dash and Dot Robot sets - which teach 

STEM through playing with robots. 

STEM is the teacher acronym for 

Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Math. Finally, she entered and 

won 10 Lego Education StoryStarter 

Core Sets. Each Lego box has more 

than a 1,000 bricks, and tons of 

interesting Lego add-ons. We use this 

tool to help us spark our imaginations 

for writing inspirational, memoir, 

narrative, and fantasy stories. It’s a 

new way to learn and write, instead of 

learning out of books. It’s interesting 

to see all of the different, and creative 

ideas. My Lego short story was about 

a homeless man who struggles to find 

hope and to follow his dreams. While 

my Lego short story was about 

Rapunzel's love as she comes face to 

face with a bandit and overcoming her 
fears to save her family.  

 

Submitted by: 

Ellie Larson 

Kelsey Deegan  

 

 

MORE PICTURES! 

 

Oh,  the stories            
we can dream up! 

 



 

 

As our state takes its first steps to 
develop Computer Science Standards 
K-12, Evansville is already one-step 
ahead by offering this in grades 2-5 in 
the Library Media Program.   
Coding is the new Literacy! 

3rd grade students 

had the opportunity to 

use OZOBOTS, tiny 

robots with a photo 

sensor for color and 

line sensing.   

Students 

explored and 

learned how to 

control the 

Ozobots with 

colored code.  

Theodore 

Robinson 

Intermediate students are fortunate 

to have this technology, thanks to a 

grant provided by the Evansville 

Education Foundation.   

While these little robots are “cool”, 

what really matters 

are the lasting 

benefits of building 

these skill sets: 

 Logical Thinking 

 Problem Solving 

 Persistence 

 Collaboration 

 

Upcoming Events and Other 
Information 

     From the Desk of  

Ms. Jo Ann Mumm, LMS 

April 2017 

3rd – Staff & Students 
Return to School 

7th – TRIS Spelling Bee 

14th – 5th Grade Fieldtrip 
to Aldo Leopold 

17th – No School – 
Professional 
Development 

 

Lunch/Recess 
Schedule 

10:40 – 11:20 a.m.  

4th Grade Lunch/Recess 

11:15 – 11:55 p.m.      

3rd Grade Lunch/Recess 

11:45 –12:25  p.m.    

5th Grade Lunch/Recess 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT TALENT 

SHOW INFORMATION 

FROM MR. MILLER 

Signups for our annual 

Theodore Robinson 

Intermediate School Talent 

Show will be in April!!! 

Just a reminder that tryouts 

will be held in early May.  See 

the sheet outside Mr. Miller’s 

room for the date you are 

signed up for.  Tryouts run 

from 3:15-4:45 in the band 

room.  Please have a ride 

arranged to pick you up by that 

time.    

Practice dates will be 

announced and will be in the 

band room.  You must attend 

both of these practices.  

Dress rehearsal is during the 

school day on June 5th and 

the Talent Show will be on 

June 6th  in the afternoon at the 

High School PAC.  Parents, 

family, and community 

members are invited to attend 

the June 6th performance at the 

high school.  

Remember, as a talent show 

participant, you must keep your 

grades and behavior at an 

acceptable level in order to 

participate in the Talent Show.   

 



 

 

News from the Resource Room 

submitted by, Ms. Teresa Doyle-Meidinger 

 

Student Qualifies as a Top-Ten Winner 

     Thirty fifth-graders recently participated in the Yahara River Writer’s Contest at the local level.  The main goal of this 

contest is to create an opportunity, for those children who love to write, to share their work and showcase their creative 

talents.  Each student entered a poem, a short story, an editorial or a cartoon.  

All entries were evaluated by a panel of judges and eleven of these entries were 

selected to represent our school at the regional level.   

     The regional Yahara River Writer’s Contest is sponsored by the Greater 

Dane County Talented and Gifted Coordinators Network.  Once an entry 

arrives at the contest, it is evaluated by an experienced panel of judges.  

Students from all over the greater Dane County area submit entries so there are 

literally hundreds of entries in each of the four categories.  Judges select what 

they believe are the best ten entries in each of the four categories.  The students 

who wrote/drew these entries are deemed, top-ten winners. 

     One student from Theodore Robinson Intermediate School was notified on 

March 17th that he is a top-ten winner.  That student is; Griffen Powers with 

his prize-winning cartoon entitled, If You Branch Out, You Will Meet All Sorts 

of New People. 

     Griffen will travel to the UW-Madison campus on May 9 where he will have 

the opportunity to meet the other top-ten winners, participate in exciting writing workshops presented by published 

authors and cartoonists and be presented with an anthology containing his prize-winning entry.  Congratulations, Griffen! 

 

5th & 6th Graders Prepare for Regional Math Meet 

     The 5/6 grade Math Meet Team will participate in a very competitive 

Regional Math Meet right here in Evansville on Tuesday, April 4th.  The 

team consists of four fifth graders and four sixth graders.  Representing 

the 5th graders are; Wesley Everson, Jada Walmer, Emma Hammond and 

Nolan Burkhalter. The 6th graders are; Riley March, Maria Messling, 

Kendra Finfrock and Tucker Peterson.  The team is coached by, Mrs. 

Kim Wollinger.   

     The Math Meet consists of five events.  Four of the events are 

individual; Computation without calculators, Consumer problems with 

calculators, Geometry and measurement problems and Mental Math.  The last event consists of five problems that are 

solved as a team. 

     This hard-working team has been working with Coach Wollinger as they prepare for the big meet.  Best of luck team 

members! 

 

Math 24 Tournaments are Held on the UW-Madison Campus 

     March 7th was a busy day because it was Math 24 Tournament Day on the UW-Madison Campus.  Math 24 is a 

mental computation game that challenges students to use multiplication, division, addition and subtraction operations to 

make the target number, 24.  Knowledge of basic facts, number patterns, flexible thinking and sophisticated problem-



 

 

solving skills are needed in order to play well.  In addition, 

students need to be extremely speedy when solving each 

problem. 

     Thirty students from Theodore Robinson Intermediate 

School and J.C. McKenna Middle School traveled to 

Madison to compete at the tournament.  They competed 

against students from schools such as Stoughton, Verona, 

Orfordville-Parkview, Beloit, Oregon, McFarland, 

Middleton-Cross Plains, Brodhead, Stoughton, Monona 

Grove, Belleville and New Glarus. 

     The 4th grade participants were; Xavier Diebold, who 

earned the first place medal, Carter Stroik, who won the 

second place medal, William “Butter” Stuart, who scored 

the third place medal, Collin Keyser, who placed 4th, Sam 

Dunphy, who won the 5th place medal and Isaiah Tishler.  

Their tournament featured ‘Double Digit’ cards. 

     5th grade participants were; Anabelle Zblewski, who 

earned the first place medal, Alex Karnes, who won the 

fourth place medal, Jada Walmer, who placed fifth, 

Wesley Everson, who scored the sixth place medal, 

Michael Horgen and Noah Deml.  Their tournament deck 

featured cards with ‘Variables’.   

     Accompanying the team members to Madison and 

serving as extremely skillful, patient and knowledgeable 

proctors and data base managers for the tournaments were 

Evansville High School students, Zoe Yoerger, Nolan 

Hammond, Braden Updike, and Peyton Scarpaci. 

     These regional competitions were developed by the 

Greater Dane County Advanced Learner Network to 

provide challenges for high-ability math students.  Not 

only did all Evansville students play extremely well at 

each of their respective tournaments, but they also 

demonstrated very good sportsmanship.  Each of our EHS 

students served as excellent role models for all of the 

tournaments’ participants as well.  These students 

represented their schools and community in fine fashion.  

Great job team members! 

 

The end of third quarter means that we will be swiftly 
coming to the end of the school year, and there is 
much still to be done here at TRIS!  The end of the 
quarter means that 4th  graders have finished with Life 
Skills and Cool Tools lessons from me.  They finished 
the Protective Behaviors unit by learning about Child 
Lures from the book Child Lures by Kenneth Wooden.  
During Cool Tools lessons they learned some 
mindfulness/relaxation practices to help them deal 
with stress. 

5th  Graders have just completed their career unit and 
explored and reported on two different careers – one 
was a career of their choice and the other was chosen 
based on a career inventory.  Many students were 
very excited about some of the things they learned 
about these possible career choices.  

During 4th quarter, I will have 3rd graders again.  In the 
month of April, we will be doing our anti-bullying 
unit.  Students will learn that bullying takes many 
forms (physical, verbal and social/emotional).  They 
will learn about the difference between true bullying 
and mean behavior, and how to handle both.  They 
will also talk about and practice strategies to deal 
with mean behaviors when they see it happen to 
someone else.  Please watch for them to bring home 
a flyer entitled “Help….I’m being Bullied”.  This will be 
a great conversation starter and is very helpful for 
parents as well. 

There are a number of groups that will be taking place 
during 4th quarter…The 5th grade Family Change 
group will be held, as well as Anger Management 
groups for every grade level.  These will start in the 
first weeks after spring break, so if you signed your 
child up for this at the beginning of the school year, 
watch for a note that says we have started.  Be on the 
lookout for other parent information about helping 
your child to deal with anger as the group progresses. 

Here’s hoping that you all have a wonderful relaxing 
(and warm PLEASE) spring break! 

Deb Arnold 

School counselor 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
 



 

 

Safety First for Children Going to School 
A report from the Evansville PTO  

 
The Evansville PTO recently approved $500 to be spent on new equipment for crossing guards at Levi Leonard Elementary (LLE), Theodore 
Robinson Intermediate School (TRIS), and JC McKenna Middle School.  
 
The PTO, LLE and TRIS parents have noticed a recent uptick in close calls and near-accidents in 
school zones, with cars almost hitting children as they cross the streets on their way to these 
two schools.  
 
On foggy, dark or snowy days, it can be difficult for drivers to see the crossing guards as they 
step into the street and hold up their signs to signal cars to stop for approaching children.  
 
Other contributors to a lack of visibility for the crossing guards are the small size of their traffic 
cones and vests.  
 
By making an investment in equipment and redoubling its efforts to educate both children and 
drivers, the Evansville PTO hopes to put an end to the close calls for children and drivers in 
school zones.  
 
The purchase of ANSI-2 reflective yellow vests, taller cones for the intersections, flashing LED lights for the crossing guards’ uniforms, larger 
handheld stop signs with blinking LEDs, and “Caution: Children Crossing” road signs will serve to get the attention of drivers and remind everyone 
that the safety of children comes first. 
 
There are some additional things we all can do to make drop-off and pickup times safer for all. These include: 
 

- Creating an efficient system to cross children together to keep traffic flowing; 
- Cars pulling up as far as they can in the circle when dropping their children off; 
- Educating children about waiting at the curb and other safe crossing practices; and 
- Reminding drivers about traffic laws, and the need to keep intersections clear. 

 
Crossing guards have been instructed to report driving offenders to the Evansville Police Dept. The police will follow up with a warning, and repeat 
offenders may face a fine of $99 to $150. 

 
 
 

To fully equip the crossing guards, the PTO estimates the costs will be $1,030. The breakdown is as follows: 
 
ITEM            Quantity Cost  TOTAL 
Large Orange Cones        10 $20   $200 
VEST-ANSI-2 Reflective Yellow (recommended by Evansville Police)   5 $20   $100 
Long Reflective Rain Coats       6 $60   $360 
Large 18” STOP Sign        3 $20   $60 
Large 12” STOP Sign        2 $20   $40 
Child “SLOW” Sign with flag       4    $30   $120 
LED 3pack Flare Lights        2 $25   $50 
Whistle          6 $6   $36 
LED Arm Band         4 $7   $28 
LED Lights to add to STOP sign       6 $3   $18 
Batteries for lights        3 $6   $18 
 
TOTAL             $1030 
 
The additional funds will be raised through the upcoming Scrip gift card fundraiser. If you are interested in donating, please contact the school 
office.  
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School Health News 
Physical Activity & Breakfast: The Most Important Meal of the Day  April 2017 

Physical activity  

Being active for 60 minutes per day has been shown to improve children’s 
concentration and focus, increase classroom attendance and behavior, 
and boost academic performance.  Increased physical activity has been 
associated with an increased life expectancy and decreased risk of 
cardiovascular disease.  Physical activity produces overall physical, 
psychological and social benefits. According to the American Heart 
Association (AHA), inactive children are likely to become inactive adults.   

Activities that count as physical exercise include walking the dog, playing 
on a sports team, walking as a family, riding bikes, playing tag, hiking, 
swimming, jumping rope, or anything that causes your heart rate to 
increase! 

Below are some ideas to help your child become more active: 

 Give child toys that encourage physical activity like balls,                               
jump ropes 

 Encourage children to join a sports team or try a new physical 
activity 

 Limit screen (TV/tablet) time 

 Facilitate a safe walk to and from school a few times a week 

 Take the stairs instead of the elevator 

 Walk around the block after a meal 

 Find time to spend together doing a fun activity (park/swim/bike)  

 

Breakfast: the most 
important meal of the day 

Breakfast is the most important meal for children’s cognitive development, 
academic achievement, and physical and mental health.  Breakfast helps 
students stay focused and productive in their morning classes.  Although the 
importance of a healthy breakfast is well known, it is still often skipped or 
substituted with a sugary alternative.  While cereal and toast may seem 
easy and convenient, these high-carbohydrate choices lead to elevated 
blood sugar levels which drop quickly and soon leave us feeling tired and 
hungry.   

 

SCHOOL NURSE 
CONTACT 

Abbey Tway, RN, BSN      
608.882.3161 phone 
608.882.5838 fax             
twaya@evansville.k12.wi.us       

Please contact me with any 
health questions or concerns!    

 

 

 
  

Physical fitness helps build strong muscles and healthy bones.  It also helps reduce the risk of obesity and depression 
as well as chronic diseases such as diabetes and heart disease.   

Here are some ideas for 
a protein-packed 

breakfast:  

 Eggs 

 Whole grain toast 

with peanut butter 

 Yogurt with fruit or 

nuts 

 Trail mix 

 Protein smoothie 

 

mailto:twaya@evansville.k12.wi.us


 

 

Research shows that a breakfast high in protein actually stabilizes blood sugar and 
prevents hunger for a number of hours.  A protein-rich breakfast also contributes to 
improved concentration and focus.  The amino acids in protein also help produce 
neurotransmitters in the brain, which leads to increased alertness throughout the 
morning.  A protein-rich meal keeps us full much longer than a carbohydrate based 
one.  Staying full helps our minds focus on the task rather than dealing with hunger 
pains, allowing the brain to function at a higher capacity.   

 

  

 

 

Tootsie Roll Drive to help Evansville Community School District    

The Knights of Columbus help raise money for students in our district with disabilities.  

Each year the Knights of Columbus presents the Evansville Community School District with 

a check from all proceeds collected in one weekend of handing out Tootsie Rolls at 

Evansville’s Piggly Wiggly.    

This important donation helps fund assistive technology for students with disabilities to 

access specially designed instruction alongside their typically developing peers in the general 

education environment.     

This year, the Tootsie Roll Drive will be April 21, 22, and 23 at Evansville Piggly Wiggly.  

Volunteers can sign up for hour-long increments at either the entrance or exit door from 

7am – 9pm.  If you are interested in volunteering, an electronic sign-up sheet can be found at 

the following link:   

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/181RQozVrOVy89z2_P9zio7j2eOL5wLIYyv1e 

2Ay6ENs/edit?usp=sharing   

If you have any questions about volunteering, please email Janessa Katzenberger at 

katzenbergerj@evansville.k12.wi.us.  You can also reach her at 608.882.3391 

 

 

 



 

 

April 
 

 

2017 

Elementary/Intermediate School Day 
Schedule  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
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 No School 
Professional 

Development 
Day 

4 5 1 2 
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