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WELCOME TO THE GROVE CAMPUS   

 

 

 

 

Hello TRIS Families,  

Winter Break is here!  The last few 

weeks before a break can be 

challenging at a school.  I am happy 

to report that staff did a wonderful 

job of keeping students learning and 

engaged and students did a wonderful 

job of sticking to routines and school-

wide expectations.  I am excited to 

begin 2018 with everyone at TRIS.  I 

know that we will continue to do 

great things!   

 

We had a Celebration on December 

15th where we came together to have 

fun and celebrate all of our hard work 

as well as our collective effort to 

bring in items for the Food Drive.  I 

had the pleasure of eating two 

whipped cream pies with blue 

sprinkles and cherries on top  A 

great time was had by all!  On 

Wednesday, we had H.E.R.O.E.S. 

Groups.  We played a variation of 

Charades.  Ask your child for details. 

 

We will be reviewing our school-

wide expectations with students when 

we return in January as a mid-year 

refresher and continuing with our 

Cool Tools lessons focused on 

CARES.   Just a reminder that if 

school is ever delayed due to the 

weather, breakfast is not served.  We 

certainly have been lucky so far in 

regards to winter weather.  I was out 

for 3rd grade recess this morning and 

it was beautiful with snowflakes 

falling and children playing.  We 

have added Tetherball to our 

playground.  It is new to most of our 

students.  They are doing a great job 

of working together to figure out the 

game. 

 

Second quarter and the first semester 

officially ends on January 19th and 

students will get out at noon so that 

teachers can work on report cards.  It 

is hard to believe that we will be at 

the half way point of the year 

already!   

 

Please encourage your child to read 

over break.  It is so important to hold 

onto all of the growth made thus far 

this year.  Thank you so much for all 

that you do to support TRIS and your 

child!  Together we can make TRIS 

the best it can be.  Please let me know 

if you have questions, ideas or 

concerns.  My direct line is 882-3842 

and my email is 

DornB@evansville.k12.wi.us.   

 
Wishing you all a wonderful 
winter break and a Happy New 
Year!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang out with us, learn with us, 
laugh with us, grow with us, 
work with us and celebrate with 
us! 
Together we can strengthen relationships, 
build connections and create a learning 
community at Theodore Robinson that is a 
wonderful place to be for all staff, 
students and families. 

                                    Barb Dorn, Principal 

 

 

News from the Principal 
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Updates from the 
LMC: 

Students have been enjoying their 

library time each week.  Thank you 

for helping prepare them for their 

scheduled book check-out by sending 

their library books to school with 

them on the appropriate day.   

Did you know, we have e-books and 

digital audiobooks!  To begin, 

download the Destiny Discover app 

on the device your child will be 

reading the e-book or listening to the 

audiobook on.  Students and parents 

can also access these materials on a 

computer by using this link: 

https://www.gofollett.com/aasp/ui/pic

k/pick .  From either the app or a 

computer, follow these instructions: 

 Location: Wisconsin  

 Schools: Theodore Robinson 

Intermediate School 

 Click Go!   

    

 

 

 

 Log-in 

 

o To download an e-book to 

a device, students can log-

in using the username and 

password they use at 

school when logging onto 

the computers. 

o Or… parents can use this 

generic log-in to view e-

books only. 

 

 Username: TRIS 

 Password: school 

Once logged in, you will be able to 

browse our entire collection.  Our 

newest books are displayed at the top 

like this:  

 

 

WHEN SENDING IN PAYMENTS 
TO THE DISTRICT/SCHOOLS – 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

If you are sending in a check for 
food service, please write a 
separate check for this amount.  
This will go directly to district 
office.  Checks can be made out 
to ECSD. 

If you are sending in a check for a 
fieldtrip, fees or anything else for 
a specific school, please write a 
separate check for the individual 
school.  Checks can be made out 
to TRIS 
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DISTRICT HEALTH   MEDICAL 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 TO KNOW 

 

 

FAST FACTS 
 

  

Head Lice 
Lice are tiny, wingless, parasitic 
insects that feed on your blood. This 
itchy infestation is easily spread — 
especially by school children — 
through close personal contact and 
by sharing personal belongings. 

  

Head lice. These lice develop on 
your scalp. They're easiest to see at 
the nape of your neck and over your 
ears. Small eggs (nits), produced by 
lice, attach to your hair shafts. The 
eggs hatch in about one week, 
resulting in more lice.  

 

 

 

Signs and symptoms of lice 
include: 

Intense itching.  

Lice on the scalp, the body, clothing, 
or pubic or other body hair. Lice can 
be up to 1/8 inch (3 millimeters) in 
size.  

Lice eggs (nits) on hair shafts. Nits 
resemble tiny pussy willow buds. 
Nits can be mistaken for dandruff, 
but unlike dandruff they can't be 
easily brushed out of hair.  

Small, red bumps on the scalp, neck 
and shoulders 

You can get lice by coming into 
contact with either live lice or their 
eggs. Eggs hatch in about one week. 
Lice can't fly or walk on the ground. 
They spread by: 

Head-to-head or body-to-body 
contact. This may occur as children 
or family members play or interact 
closely together.  

Close proximity of stored 
belongings. Storing clothing such 
as coats, hooded sweatshirts, hats 
and scarves next to each other in 
closets or on side-by-side hooks at 
school, or storing personal items 
such as pillows, blankets, combs, 
brushes and stuffed toys in close 
proximity at home can permit lice to 
spread.  

Sharing items. These may include 
clothing, headphones, brushes, 
combs, hair decorations, towels, 
blankets, pillows and stuffed toys.  

Report all cases of lice to 
school! 

 

It's difficult to prevent the spread 
of head lice among children in 
day care and in school settings. 
There's so much close contact 
among children and their 
belongings that lice can spread 
easily. It's no reflection on the 
hygiene habits of you or your 
children, and it's not a failure on 
your part as a parent if your child 
gets head lice. The best approach 
is simply to take thorough steps 
to get rid of the lice — and their 
eggs — so that you don't have 
more lice to deal with. 

You can ask your child not to 
share hats, scarves, coats, 
combs, brushes, hair decorations 
and other personal belongings at 
school. But it's not realistic to 
expect that you and your child 
can eliminate all the types of 
contact that may result in the 
spread of lice. 

If nonprescription lotion or 
shampoo doesn't kill the lice, 
your doctor can prescribe a 
stronger prescription shampoo or 
lotion. Use these medications as 
directed; applying too much can 
cause red, irritated skin. 

Whether you use over-the-
counter or prescription shampoo 
to kill lice, much of the treatment 
involves self-care steps you can 
take at home to make sure all the 
nits are removed and that all 
clothing, bedding, personal 
items and furniture are 
decontaminated. In most cases, 
killing lice on your body isn't 
difficult. The challenge is making 
sure you get rid of all the nits and 
avoiding contact with other lice 
in the home or school 
environment. 

 
 

 



 

 

Dear TRIS Families, 

Throughout the month of December, students 

have been engaged in their Second Step Lessons.  

Students started out these lessons by learning 

about empathy and how to be respectful learners 

by learning and demonstrating listening, focusing 

attention, self-talk skills and learning to be 

assertive.  I encourage you to continue to ask 

your child about what they are learning each day 

at school as well as completing home links if you 

are interested in further discussing topics being 

learned in guidance class. 

Students were also introduced to a new seating 

arrangement in guidance class where each table 

has a different name such as “friendship”, 

“cooperation”, “responsibility”, “empathy” and 

several more.  This will allow for students to 

communicate with other students across grade 

levels that sit at their table.  Fifth grade students 

have started it off by writing encouraging words 

to other students that sit at their table.  Students 

are excited about communicating with younger 

and older students in the building through a 

supervised and positive platform. 

Finally, another Skyward email has gone out 

regarding signing up for the next round of 

counseling small groups.  Priority will be given 

to those students that signed up previously but 

there are still a few spots open. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you 

have any questions, comments or concerns.  I can 

be reached by phone at 882-3847 or by email at 

mcnamaras@evansville.k12.wi.us.  Also, please 

check your email as this will be my primary way 

of communicating weekly guidance topics and 

home links. 

I hope you are all able to enjoy extra time with 

your child over break and I also hope the 

remainder of this year as well as next treats you 

all well! 

Sammy McNamara 

TRIS School Counselor 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events and Other 
Information 

Counselor’s Corner 

January 2017 

3rd –  Students Return to 
School 

12th – Popcorn Day 

19th – End of 2nd Quarter 
– Early Release at 12:00 
Noon 

24th – Reports Cards 
Posted to Family Access 

25th – 5th Grade Concert 
at 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Lunch/Recess 
Schedule 

10:40 – 11:20 a.m.  

4th Grade Lunch/Recess 

11:15 – 11:55 p.m.      

3rd Grade Lunch/Recess 

11:45 –12:25  p.m.    

5th Grade Lunch/Recess 

 

 

 

 

VVision & Hearing 
Screenings Information 

We will be doing our 
annual vision and hearing 
screenings in January for 
students in Grades 1, 3, & 
5 who were unable to 
attend the Back-to-School 
Days in August.  Also, if 
you have concerns about 
your childs hearing or 
vision, please contact me 
and I’d be happy to test 
their vision or hearing.  

 

Abbey Tway, RN 

882-3161 
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News from the Resource Room 

By Mrs. Gransee 

 

                    Yahara River Writers Contest Deadline Approaches 

 

        Mrs. Gransee recently visited each 5th grade Language Arts classroom to 

explain the purpose of and rules for the Yahara River Writers Contest.  The 

Greater Dane County Advanced Learners Network sponsors this contest.  The 

purpose of the contest is to challenge 5th-8th grade students to write or draw in a 

creative, collaborative manner.  Students can submit entries in any of the four 

following categories: cartoons, editorials, short stories and poems.  All entries are 

due to Mrs. Gransee by Wednesday, January 17th.   

 

        Each of the entries submitted will be judged at the local level, by a panel 

of expert judges.  The top-scoring entries will then be sent to the regional 

competition where they will compete against entries submitted by students from 

all over the greater Dane county area.  There will be literally hundreds of entries 

submitted in each of the four categories.  The students who submit the top ten-

scoring entries in each category (cartoon, editorials, short stories, poems) at the 

regional level will then be invited to an awards ceremony, which will be held on 

the UW-Madison campus in May. 

 

        All 5th grade students are encouraged to participate in the contest.  Mrs. 

Gransee is happy to help students edit their work either before school, after school 

or during lunch-time recess. 

    

TRIS Students Prepare for Battle of the Books Competition 

 

   For the fourth consecutive year, students at TRIS are competing in the statewide 

Battle of the Books Program.  This program is designed to promote a love of 

reading.  It encourages students to read a variety of books and remember 

information about the plots, characters, and settings of the books.  Each of the 25 

questions asked in a battle, is answered by having teams of three to four students 

provide the title and author of the book. For example, one question might read, 

Name the book in which a horse and a boy are stranded on an island.  The Battle 

of the Books is a fun, academically based competition that has been very 

successful in school districts throughout the state in encouraging students to read. 

 

        The competition is sponsored by WEMTA, Wisconsin Educational Media 

& Technology Association.  Students at TRIS are competing in the elementary 

division, which includes students in grades 4-6.  Students competing in the 

elementary division are busily reading from a selection of twenty books, all of 

which have been nominated Golden Archer winners for the primary and 

intermediate levels plus a variety of other award-winning titles.  

   

        Ms. Abbey Beyerl, Library Media Specialist, and Mrs. Gransee, Resource 

Teacher for Advanced Learners are serving as Co-Advisors for this event. TRIS 

students, all from Mrs. Gransee's  4th and 5th grade Book Clubs, will 

represent  teams as they participate in a school-level Battle of the Books 

competition which will take place at TRIS in late January.  The top-scoring team 

from the local competition will then go on to compete at the statewide Battle of 

the Books Competition, which will take place in February. 

 

Dear Families,  

  

We are continuing to use CARES as 

our Cool Tools Program at 

Theodore Robinson Intermediate 

School. Although we used CARES 

this month in our Cool Tools lesson, 

we also mixed it up a bit and had 

students work on coding as well. 

This month there was an “Hour of 

Code Challenge” for December. 

TRIS students participated in this 

challenge by devoting two weeks of 

Cool Tools time to coding. Students 

worked as a class as well as 

independently on these coding 

activities and received certificates if 

they completed the “Hour of Code 

Challenge.” Students will be 

focusing on being assertive in 

guidance lessons throughout the last 

week of December and first week of 

January.  

                      

 

 

C – Cooperation                    

A – Assertion  

R – Responsibility                                              

E – Empathy                           

S – Self-Control  

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all that 

you do to make your 

children successful 

learners! 
 

 



 

 

A Note for Parents 

In today’s fast-paced, pressured world, more kids than ever are stressed out.  But 

many don’t know it – and neither do the adults in their lives.  Many kids don’t 

understand what stress is all about, and adults don’t realize that kids can 

experience stress.  They think it’s a condition reserved for adults with grown-up 

responsibilities and obligations.  They may not realize that the responsibilities and 

obligations of being a kid can weigh just as heavy and cause just as much anxiety. 

Stress in kids often stays hidden.  They may have symptoms of stress – headaches, 

stomachaches, trouble sleeping, lack of appetite – but because they don’t know 

what stress is, they may think they’re getting sick.  And because many adults 

assume that kids can’t experience stress, they may treat these symptoms as signs 

of physical illness – which doesn’t “cure” them because it doesn’t address the 

cause.  Tip: Stress symptoms in children are often physical. 

Some kids wonder if something is wrong with them – but they don’t want to talk 

about it because they think no one will understand.  And some kids who are coping 

with chronic stress have symptoms that are terribly embarrassing to them. 

Examples: 

 Wanting to cry all the time 

 Being frightened of the world 

 Feeling scared of the dark and of strangers 

 Worrying that something terrible will happen 

 Wetting the bed 

 Not wanting to be alone 

 Having nightmares 

 Feeling helpless 

What can you do to help kids deal with stress?  Start by recognizing that stress is 

very real for kids and can be a big part of their lives.  Look for signs of hidden or 

“secret” stress.  Are there physical symptoms?  Is their school performance 

suffering?  What about their relationships with friends and family?  When stress 

starts affecting kids’ everyday lives, this gives them even more to worry about and 

makes them feel more stressed.  Caring, aware adults can break this cycle. 

Here are specific things you can do to help kids with their stress: 

 Provide them with a safe, familiar, consistent environment 

 Make sure they have a dependable routine 

 Encourage them to talk openly about feelings and problems 

 Listen if they confide their worries or fears 

 Offer affection, never criticism, if they express anxiety 

 Become more aware of the causes of their stress (new experiences, fear of 

failure, change, loss) 

 Talk about upcoming changes and challenges in their lives 

 Spend time being calm and relaxed together 

 Make sure they’re physically active and eat healthy foods 

 Encourage them to get enough sleep 

 

 Help them prepare the night 

before, so mornings aren’t too 

rushed 

 Give them a chance to make 

choices, so they have some 

control over their lives 

 Help them build their self-

esteem by encouraging them to 

be proud of who they are 

 Recognize and help build on 

strengths 

 Involve them in situations or 

activities where they have a 

good chance of succeeding 

 Ask yourself if your 

expectations of them are too 

high, leading to increased 

pressure in their lives 

 Seek professional help, if 

needed, by consulting a doctor, 

psychologist, counselor, or 

social worker 

Even young children can learn to 

recognize the signs of stress and 

begin resolving situations that are 

causing problems for them.  Reading 

the book below is a good first step.  

You might want to read it with your 

child (or your class) and allow time 

for questions and discussion.   

For more information on kids and 

stress, take a look at this helpful 

book: 

KidStress: What It Is, How It Feels, 

How to Help by Georgia Witkin, 

Ph.D (New York: Viking Penguin, 

1999).  The author surveyed 

hundreds of kids and parents across 

the nation to find out what they had 

to say about stress.  She provides 

excellent tips to figure out if children 

are overloaded, and offers ways you 

can help them – at any age and state 

– to help themselves. 

From Stress Can Really Get on Your 

Nerves by Trevor Romain & 

Elizabeth Verdick 
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Help Kids to P.I.C.K. the  

Right Books by Scholastic 

The secret to helping kids learn how to choose the 

right book is simple. It's all about teaching them one 

word that they can keep in their back pocket any time 

they're in the library or school media center. It's one 

word they can lean on when they're in the class book 

corner or at the book fair. 

 

All they need to remember is P.I.C.K.  

P.I.C.K. stands for Purpose, Interest, Comprehension, 

and Know the Words. 

 

P = Purpose: We need to have kids consider their purpose 

for reading.  Why are they looking for a book in the 

first place? Is it totally a free choice, or is there some 

other reason for reading it? 

 

In order to determine purpose, consider asking: 

•    Are they reading for pleasure?   

•    Are they trying to learn something?   

•    Is the book going to be read silently or out loud?   

•    Who is their audience? 

 

Most often, purpose for reading can be found with a 

quick answer. 

 

I = Interest. When choosing a book, it should be 

something of interest.  With the many millions of books 

on shelves today, there's bound to be something out 

there for everyone.  And emphasizing the interest 

connections is super-important as well.  If the child is 

interested in cars, then don't stop at fictional stories 

about cars; consider books about racetracks, car 

construction, history of racing, racecar drivers, or car 

design.  If it's magic that intrigues your daughter, 

then emphasize books about magic shows, magic 

tricks, and magicians; look for books that involve 

fantasy, science, and invention. 

 

Even if children have a short amount of time to 

choose books, they can determine interest by: 

•    Looking at the front cover 

•    Flipping through the pages to glance at photos or 

illustrations 

•    Reading the back cover 

•    Reading the chapter titles 

 

 

C = Comprehend.  Is the book something that the child 

can comprehend? Can he or she understand what's 

read?  Is it a book that is appropriate for his or her 

level or abilities? 

 

Children are more aware of their reading "level" than 

we may think, so though we don't want to lean 

entirely on it, it's okay to remind kids that if they're 

choosing a book to read independently, and they read 

at a Level E (for example) that they should not 

choose a book from the Level M basket. Also, it's 

important to teach kids that if the book isn't labeled 

with a level, they can quickly assess if it's an 

appropriate book for them by opening the book and 

choosing a page – the book is appropriate for them if 

they are able to understand what they read.   

 

Children can determine comprehension asking themselves: 

•    Did I understand what I just read? 

•    Do I remember what I read? 

•    Was I able to read most of the words? 

 

This brings us to our final letter: K. 

 

K = Know the Words.  Readers should be able to decode -

- or read -- and understand the majority of the words 

on the page.  The key is to remembering the "Five 

Finger Rule."   

 

The "Five Finger Rule" outlines a general idea of 

how many words a reader should be able to read on 

each page. 

•    0-1 unknown words = book is too easy 

•    2-3 unknown words = book is just right 

•    4-5 unknown words = book is too difficult 

 

Knowing P.I.C.K. is empowering for kids. They want 

to know how to choose books that fit for them -- 

books that are enjoyable, fun, and exciting.  It's all 

about giving our kids the tools they need to be strong, 

confident readers. Choosing the best book is the 

starting point (Amy Mascott, Scholastic) 
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Dear 5th Grade Parents/Guardians, 

 

On Thursday, January 25th the fifth grade will be performing Wonders of the 
World in the Performing Arts Center, located at the High School.  This program will 
last approximately 50 minutes. Each class will be featured as they perform music from countries 
around the world.  

 

This is a special event that all children are expected to attend.  We are asking the students to wear 
nice performance dress clothes and comfortable shoes. Please call if you have any questions. 

 

The concert starts at 6:30PM.  Feel free to find a seat early, however we ask that you keep your 
child with you until 6:25PM.  At this time each class will be announced separately to walk onto the 
stage.  Children must stay seated with their parents until they are called on-stage. 

 

There will also be a performance during the daytime which will be held at 9:30 AM for the rest of the 
Intermediate school as well as any parents or grandparents that can’t attend the evening 
performance. 
 

We will need help moving instruments to the high school on Monday, January 22nd  afterschool. 
Please let Mrs. Zblewski know if you would be able to help transport instruments. If you have any 
questions, please call Mrs. Zblewski at 882-3854 or email.   

 

Thank you for your support of your child’s music education! 

 

Musically, 

 

Cindy Zblewski 

zblewskic@evansville.k12.wi.us 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Food Drive Aftermath 

Xavier, Angela, and Scarlet  
 

The food drive was a success! TRIS surpassed their goal of 1,500 items with 2,139 food 
items. The 3rd graders raised 788 food items, the 4th graders raised 397 items, and the 
5th graders came on top with 954 food items.  The food drive was organized by 5th 
graders and with everyone’s help we were able to organize all of the food items into 
boxes for local families. 
 

Students advertised the food drive with handmade posters hung up around the school. 
We held four different Fun Days to help advertise the Food Drive. We also had a school 
goal of 1,500 total items collected by the final date and Principal Dorn would get a pie in 
the face at our December Celebration. 
 

We went well above our goal so Principal Dorn got a pie shoved in her face in front of the 
school as a reward. Ms. Horgen also challenged her class to collect 200 items and she 
would get a pie to the face. Her 3rd grade class surpassed their goal of 200 food items 
and their reward was for Ms. Horgen to get a pie in her face.  
 

Our food drive was a major success! We reached our goal and the entire event lead to 
happiness for the students, staff, and our local families.  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

January 
 

 

2018 

LEVI/TRIS Day 
Calendar 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 No School No School 

Professional 
Development 

Day 

4 5 1  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 2 3 4 5 1  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 

2 3 4 5 
Early Release 

Day 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
 

28 29 30 31    
 

1 2 3 
   

       
       

 


